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Existing Projects

Leaders in Economic Alliance Development (LEA

e

« lllinois — just launching, stay tuned
+ Louisiana — accepted as a Smart Growth region

» Mississippi — Tourism expansion effort bridging
Natchez and Vicksburg

» Missouri — accepted as a SET VI region

» North Carolina — initiative underway to develop and
improve regional parks

+ Virginia — river cleanup and arts project with an eye
on tourism expansion
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Overview: )

» Progress on existing projects

* Visits around the region

* New initiatives and opportunities
* Priorities moving forward
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Stronger Economies Together )
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Identify top 10 pressing issues
Create learning communities

Design a repository:
Strengthen.impact:meastrement
Identify successful models
SERA Proposal
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Turning the Tide on Poverty Community Development Indicators

Key questions explored:

» What community characteristics
influence the success of civic
engagement?

» What role does Extension have in
facilitating difficult issues through
civic engagement

» What kinds of change does Tide
foster in communities?
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State Visits: Research & Extension
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Recreation Economy

Developing the Partnership

New Initiatives




RIDGE History )

o

| * RIDGE began at SRDC |

* RIDGE Center for Targeted Studies \

« Partnership with Purdue \

« Transferred to Purdue \

- Application for National RIDGE Center
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Rural America Counts:
Urban/Rural Economic Interdependence
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Providing a Foundation for Well-Being

Ranked Rural Development Priorities )

All Respondents Ranking Extension  Research  1862LGU 1890 LGU CRD
Admin Admin Rankings Rankings Extension
Rankings Rankings Specialists
1. Economic Development 1 1 1 1 2
2. Education & Workforce Development 2 2 2 2 1
3. Health & Nutrition 3 4 3 3 5
4. Entrepreneurship 5 3 a 3 6
5. Economic/Social Inequality & Poverty 9 10 7 5 4
6. Leadership & Governance 6 9 5 8 6
7. Financial Capital Resources 8 6 8 4 10
8. Public Services/Public Infrastructure 7 7 6 9 8
9. Local & Regional Food Systems 4 5 9 7 9
10. Citizen Participation 1 12 10 1 3
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Childhood Poverty

Applying a
Community Development
Lens

Potential New Partners:

* White House Rural Council
« National Association of Counties (NACO0)
* Robert Woods Johnson Foundation

Priorities Moving
Forward
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Current Capacity & Interest in Expandij'
Current Capacity & Interest in Expanding: 1862
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Current Capacity & Interest in Expanding: 1890
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